Press Release
Secretary, Ministry of Culture Inspects Sahitya Akademi Book Stall

‘Face to Face and ‘Nari Chetana’ Programmes Organized

New Delhi, January 17, 2026: Sri Vivek Aggarwal, Secretary, Ministry of Culture, visited the Sahitya
Akademi book stall at the Ministry of Culture Pavilion during the New Delhi World Book Fair today. Sri
Aggarwal was welcomed by Ms. Pallavi Prashant Holkar, Secretary of Sahitya Akademi, who presented
him with bouquet and books published by the Akademi. Ms. Pallavi Prashant Holkar, provided a
detailed briefing to the Secretary regarding Sahitya Akademi’s publications in 24 Indian languages.
During his visit to the various institutional stalls within the Ministry of Culture Pavilion, Sri Aggarwal
also interacted with several book enthusiasts.

Sahitya Akademi organised a Face-to-Face programme followed by a Nari Chetna: A
Multilingual Poetry Reading Programme during the New Delhi World Book Fair 2026 at Hall No. 2. In
the Face-to-Face programme, Sri Arvind Kumar Tiwari, Sahitya Akademi Bal Sahitya Puraskar awardee
and a noted figure in Sanskrit children’s literature, spoke about his latest book on the Ramayana. He
presented a novel interpretation of the character of Kaikeyi, arguing that she was innocent and that
her actions were undertaken at the request of her son, Lord Rama. He also recited his poem
“Swabharatam Mahiyate” from the poetry collection Kavyatattnavali, reflecting themes of national
spirit and valour. Sri L. Rameshwar Singh, a renowned Manipuri writer and Sahitya Akademi Award
winner, spoke on his Manipuri translation of the Greek classic Oedipus by Sophocles. He highlighted
striking similarities between Greek classical traditions and Manipuri culture. He observed that during
the Manipuri festival Liharuwa, a female shaman foretells the future in a manner comparable to that
depicted in the classic.

The Face-to-Face programme was followed by Nari Chetna: A Multilingual Poetry Reading
Programme. Ms Trina Chakrabarty (Bengali) recited Hindi translations of her Bengali poems “Uski
Hatheliyan,” “Udasi Door Karne Ke Tarike,” and “Choodi.” Ms Ankita Rasuri presented Hindi poems—
“Kisi Karibi Ka Jana,” “Shokakul,” “Terhavi Kya Hai,” “Dukhon ka Bojh,” “Unwanted 72,” and “Meri
Sauteli Maa”—from her poetry collection Adhure Prem ki Kahani. Ms Abha Jha recited two Maithili
poems, “Vishvasak Khandahar” and “Neurotic Anda,” along with a Hindi poem “Uthati Girati Lehrein
Ko.” Ms Mira Dwivedi recited her Sanskrit poem “Satya Chhupa Aavaran Madhya,” a satire on
contemporary media. Ms Reshma Zaidi recited “Chirag-e-Ishk Jalaloon To Koi Baat Karoon,” “Ghazal
Ki Shab Hai,” “Vajud,” and “Mein Aurat Hoon.” From the Chair, Dr. Vanita concluded the programme
by reciting her Punjabi poem “Sangana Birkh” and the Hindi poem “Candy Crush.”

Both programmes were compered by Ajay Kumar Sharma , who also proposed a vote of
thanks on behalf of the Sahitya Akademi.

- Pallavi Prashant Holkar
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