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PRESS RELEASE
Awardees' Meet Celebrates Excellence in Children's Literature

New Delhi, 15 November 2025 - The Sahitya Akademi hosted a special Awardees' Meet today,
bringing together esteemed writers and recipients of the prestigious Bal Sahitya Puraskar. The
event celebrated the creative journeys and literary contributions of these exceptional authors, who
have enriched children's literature across 24 Indian languages.

Prof. Kumud Sharma, Vice President of Sahitva Akademi, moderated the session, which featured
inspiring talks by the awardees. Sharing their experiences and insights, the writers highlighted the
importance of nurturing young minds through imaginative and meaningful storytelling. Speaking
at the event, Prof. Kumud Sharma emphasised that we have a very ancient and popular tradition
of children's literature. Panchatantra is a prime example of this. Today's children's writers have
to write amidst the new challenges of tradition and technology. In a way, current children's writers
are a treasure trove of moral values and knowledge for children, which will play a vital role in
their lives. Today's children cannot be lured by ghost and fairy tales, because they possess many
questions born of logic, knowledge, and imagination that leave us speechless. Congratulating all
the award-winning authors, she said that the tradition of children's literature that you are
continuously preserving as a pledge will not only inculcate values in children in the future but
will also prepare them for living in the new world.

The Bal Sahitya Puraskar winners, representing Surender Mohan Das (Assamese); Tribid Kumar
Chattopadhyay (Bengali); Binay Kumar Brahma (Bodo); P.L. Parihar ‘Shauq’ (Dogri); Nitin
Kushalappa MP (English); Kirtida Brahmbhatt (Gujarati); Sushil Shukla (Hindi); K.
Shivalingappa Handihal (Kannada); Izhar Mubashir (Kashmiri); Nayana Adarkar (Konkani);
Munni Kamath (Maithili); Sreejith Moothedath (Malayalam); Shanto M (Mayengbam
Shantomani Singh) (Manipuri); Suresh Sawant (Marathi); Sangmu Lepcha (Nepali); Rajakishore
Parhi (Odia); Bhogilal Patidar (Rajasthani); Preeti R. Pujara (Sanskrit); Haralal Murmu (Santali);
Heena Agnani ‘Heer’ (Sindhi); Vishnupuram Saravanan (Tamil); Gangisetty Sivakumar (Telugu)
and Ghazanfar Igbal (Urdu), spoke about their creative processes, influences, and the themes
explored in their award-winning works. Their stories and poems addressed diverse topics, such
as the importance of regional languages, the power of folklore, the need for magical realism-based
literature, and the role of children's literature in shaping values and promoting empathy.

The Awardees' Meet served as a platform for literary exchange, inspiring a new generation of

writers and enthusiasts to explore the world of children's literature, concluded with a Vote of
Thanks to the Chair.

(Pallavi Prashant Holkar)
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