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Press Release
Sahitya Akademi organized Face-to-Face and Poetry Reading Programmes

During the New Delhi world Book fair 2026, Sahitya Akademi organized a Face-to-
Face programme and Poetry Reading programme on 10th January 2026 in the Hall No. 2 of
Bharat Mandapam. In the Face-to-Face programme, Prof. Anamika, eminent Hindi writer; and
Ms. Anuradha Sharma Pujari, eminent Assamese writer participated. Sri Anupam Tiwari, Editor
Hindi welcomed the distinguished guests and the audience and requested both the writers
to share their literary journey and the reason they began writing with the audience.

Prof. Anamika began her speech saying that the nature of the poetry is very similar to
the nature of a woman; as a woman a poem also expects its reader to be attentive enough to
take her subtle hints. She recalled her childhood spent in a typical Indian town, where the
whole of the town was a neighbourhood, nobody was a stranger. She said that growing up in
that neighbourhood she learnt that within the very deep of every human’s heart there is a
jewel and the journey of literature is the quest for that jewel. She also recited one of her
famous poem ‘Kamardhaniya'.

Ms. Anuradha Sarma Pujari speaking on her literary journey said that she never
intended to be a writer, she began writing only accidentally. Speaking on the process of
writing, she narrated a conversation she had with her cab-driver while travelling from
Chandigarh to Shimla. She shared that the discourse she had with that layman altered her
view on the process of creative literature, which also made her realize that the true meaning
of literature only becomes clear when the class divides divulge.

The Face-to-Face was followed by a Poetry Reading programme which was chaired by
Sri Manohar Batham, former Additional Director General, Border Security Force. Ms. Rashmi
Bhardwaj, Sri Hemant Kukreti and Sri Ramesh Prajapati participated in the programme and
recited their poems. Ms. Rashmi Bhardwaj read out her poems; ‘Laal’, "Visarjan', ‘Bhookh’,
'Weh Bhi Dilki Tarah Tabhakta Hai, ‘Yaad Rakhna Tha', ‘Aisi Hi Koi Jagah’, and 'Ek Jati Hui
Aurat’. Sri Hemant Kukreti recited his poems, ‘Ek Din’, ‘Deewarein’, ‘Bolte They Bas’, and
‘Janam Na Mrityu'. Sri Ramesh Prajapati recited his poems, ‘Pani ka Vaibhav', 'Yuddh’, "Makai
ki Hasee', 'Pani’, 'Raat Ki Teheni Par Theheri Ummeed’, and 'Dukh’. Sri Manohar Batham
recited a few of his poems from his collection on the subject of human trafficking. The poems
very sensibly portrayed the plights of women trafficked, the circumstances which force their
families to sell them off, the longings of their mothers and fathers.

Sri Anupam Tiwari thanked the participants and the audience on behalf of the Sahitya
Akademi for making the programmes a success.

- Pallavi Prashant Holkar
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